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Mission 

 

To improve the personal, social and academic growth of every student over time. 

 

The Superintendent’s Bulletin will be posted on the third Friday of each month and is available on 

our website. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide relevant information pertaining to each of 

our school districts across the SAU. Please read the bulletin and use it to remain updated on district 

news. 

 

Remote Instructional Days (Blizzard Bag Program) 

I am pleased to announce that the Newington and Rye School Districts will participate in the 

Remote Instructional Day (Blizzard Bag Program) for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Commissioner Frank Edelblut approved each district’s request for up to five (5) days of remote 

instruction if the schools are closed due to inclement weather or other emergency. 

The New Hampshire Department of Education will recognize a Remote Instructional Day 

provided that: 

1. Academic work shall be equivalent in effort and rigor to typical classroom work. 

2. There shall be an assessment of all student work for the day. 

3. At least 80 percent of students shall participate for the day to count as a school day. 

 

Copied below is a link to the applicable JHA school board policy. 

http://sau50.org/about_us/school_board/policies 

 

Preliminary FY 2021 Budget 

Over the last few weeks, the Greenland School Board and the Rye School Board have been 

engaged with the district administration and building principals in formulating the school district 

budgets for FY 2021. The preliminary budgets will now go forward to the Town Budget 

Committees for further review and discussion.  Copied below are the upcoming schedules for 

each school district. 

 

http://sau50.org/about_us/school_board/policies


Greenland         

Tuesday, December 03, 2019 at 6:30 PM    Review of Proposed School Budget                   Town Hall  

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 6:30 PM    Review of Proposed School Budget (if needed)       Town Hall   

Wednesday, January 08, 2020 at 6:30 PM   Public Hearing, Final Review of School Budget                GCS 

Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:30 PM   Final Review of School Budget (if needed)              GCS 

Rye 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 6:30 PM      Review of Proposed School Budget          Town Hall  

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 6:30 PM          Public Hearing on School Budget          Town Hall 

Tuesday, February 04, 2020 at 6:30 PM           School District Deliberative Session          Rye Junior High  

Contract Negotiations 

I am pleased to report that the Rye School Board and the Association of Coastal Teachers / Rye 

have reached a tentative agreement for a successor contract.  The Association scheduled a 

ratification meeting for Monday, November 25
th

 beginning at 3:15 PM at Rye Elementary 

School.  Pending ratification, the new agreement will be in effect from July 1, 2020 through June 

30, 2025.  

SAU 50 Staff Corner  

In this article in Edutopia, middle-school principal Jessica Cabeen recalls her emotions when she 

receives an upsetting phone message, e-mail, or social media post from a parent. “While we can’t 

control what others say about us,” says Cabeen, “we can control how we respond.” Her 

suggestions: 

 • Sleep on it. “If an e-mail rolls in after school hours,” she says, “it is completely 

acceptable to wait until the next school day to respond.” An out-of-office message might tell 

everyone what your office hours are and when you’ll be reading e-mail.  

 • Take a walk. When you feel your heart rate and breathing accelerate as you read a 

hostile communication, it’s time to get some fresh air or spend time with students before you 

compose a response. 

 • Phone a friend before you hit Send. “Often we’re preoccupied with our own emotions in 

these conflicts,” says Cabeen, “so having a neutral party review your response gives you a 

perspective outside of your own to reconsider and possibly revise your reply.”  

 • Talk on the phone. Sometimes hearing each others’ voices can calm the situation and 

increase the chance of reaching an understanding. “If you think you don’t have time for this kind 

of conversation,” says Cabeen, “think about whether you have time to rebuild or repair the 

relationship once it’s damaged.” Starting the conversation with vulnerability and empathy is a 

smart strategy. 



 • Let it go. Sometimes the best response to petulance and overreaction is no response, 

says Cabeen. And, she adds, “You’ll never win a fight on social media.” 

 

Reference: “Responding Calmly to Upset Parents” by Jessica Cabeen in Edutopia, October, 2019 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/responding-calmly-upset-parents  
 

Reference: “How Avoid Overreacting to an Angry Message” by Kim Marshall. Marshall Memo, 

November, 2019 (Vol. 813, pp. 9-10). 

Upcoming Calendar of School Board Meetings 

 

New Castle     Monday, December 2, 2019 at 5:00 PM       MHT, New Castle 

Newington     Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 5:00 PM           NPS, Newington 

Greenland      Monday, December 16, 2019 at 6:00 PM          GCS, Greenland  

Rye          Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 5:00 PM          RJH, Rye 

SAU 50 Joint Board   Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 6:30 PM           RJH, Rye 

 

Thanksgiving Message 

 

It has been a busy fall semester for students and staff around SAU 50. I know that we are all 

looking forward to the Thanksgiving festivities to celebrate with family and friends. I must 

emphasize that it is a privilege to work with such talented and dedicated educators, supportive 

school board members, families, and community members. I am most thankful for the 

opportunity to work with each of you, knowing the importance and value of what we do each day 

to motivate and shape our students. On behalf of the entire SAU 50 administration and staff, 

thank you for your efforts and best wishes for a restful and enjoyable Thanksgiving. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Salvatore Petralia 

Superintendent, SAU 50 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/responding-calmly-upset-parents

